ORDER OF WORSHIP
Area-wide PCA Reformation Day Service
6:00 pm
The following order of service is based upon various Reformation liturgies. Not all
Reformation services were arranged in the same way, but the elements included in
our service tonight reflect those included in most of the churches of the
Reformation; and as noted many of the elements included below are borrowed
from the works of various Reformers. May we steward their legacy faithfully.
Soli Deo Gloria!

————————ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE————————
Call to Worship

Psalm 100:1-3, Rev. Stephen J. Casselli
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the LORD, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Hymn of Praise

I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art #168

(Many believe this hymn to be written by John Calvin)
Prayer of Adoration

Rev. Freddy Fritz

Hymn of Praise

Rock of Ages #500

Apostle’s Creed

Rev. Danny Dalton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy *catholic church
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*

The word “catholic” in its original
use means “universal” which is why
you will see it with a lower case “c”.
This is not to be confused with the
“Catholic” church, with a capital “C”
which is based out of Rome.

—————————CONFESSING OUR SIN—————————
Confession of Sin

From 1563 Heidelberg Zacharias Ursinus, et al

Leader: Beloved in the Lord, since we see in God’s Commandments,
as in a mirror, how serious and manifold our sins are,
for which we deserve temporal and eternal punishment,
let us wholeheartedly confess the same to our faithful Father.
Say with me as follows:
People: I, a poor sinner, confess before you, my God and Creator,
that I have sinned gravely and in various ways against you,
not only with outward gross sins, but much more with internal,
innate blindness, unbelief, doubts, faintheartedness, impatience,
pride, evil greed, secret envy, hatred and jealousy, as well as
other evil emotions.

You, my Lord and God, recognize this in me very well,
but sadly I cannot recognize them sufficiently.
I feel sorrow and regret for them and wholeheartedly desire
grace through your dear Son Jesus Christ.
Assurance of Pardon

Rev. Danny Dalton

(The Reformers replaced the private confessional with a public proclamation of
forgiveness in the gospel)
Leader: Now hear the firm comfort of God’s grace, which he promises to all
believers in his gospel: Thus says the Lord Christ (in John, chapter 3):
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
so that all who believe in him, should not perish but have eternal life.
As many among you who are displeased with themselves and their sins,
and believe that they are completely forgiven through the merit of Jesus
Christ alone, and have resolved to die to sin more and more
and to serve the Lord in true holiness and righteousness;
to them (since they believe in the Son of the living God) I proclaim
on account of God’s commandment, that they are loosened
from all their sins in heaven (as he promises in his holy gospel)
by the perfect satisfaction of the holiest suffering and death of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.
Song of Praise

Psalm 32 Blest is the Man (Isaac Watts)

1. Blest is the man, forever blest,
Whose guilt is pardoned by his God;
Whose sins with sorrow are confessed,
And covered with his Savior’s blood.
2. Blest is the man to whom the Lord
Imputes not his iniquities;
He pleads no merit of reward,
And not on works, but grace relies.
3. From guile his heart and lips are free;
His humble joy, his holy fear,
With deep repentance well agree,
And join to prove his faith sincere.

4. How glorious is that righteousness
That hides and cancels all his sins,
While a bright evidence of grace
Through his whole life appears and shines!
music by Gregory D Wilbur

—————————RENEWING OUR FAITH—————————
Prayer of Intercession

Rev. Steven Light

Psalter Reading
Scripture Reading

Psalm 46, Rev. Steven Light
Romans 5:1-11, Rev. Stephen Clark
(Pew Bible p.942)

Prayer of Illumination

Rev. Stephen Clark

Proclamation of God’s Word

Rev. Stephen Clark

Romans 5:1-11—Rediscovering the Power of the Gospel
(Pew Bible p. 942)

—————————RESPONDING IN THANKS—————————
Collection of Offering & Choral Praise

A Mighty Fortress, Martin Luther

Closing Hymn

In Christ Alone

(Keith Getty & Stuart Townend are contemporary hymn writers seeking to carry on in the
tradition of the Reformation.)

1. In Christ alone my hope is found;
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all—
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid—
Here in the death of Christ I live.
3. There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His and He is mine—
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death—
This is the pow'r of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home—
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand.
Benediction

Rev. Stephen Clark

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#1527232
Metrical psalms used with permission from Crown & Covenant Publishing

_________________________________

Please join us downstairs
in the Fellowship Hall
for a time of refreshments together.
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